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Damaged bodies, healing hearts 


Despite devastating injuries, struggling towns still see football as a way to make it through 


BY Amy ELLIS NUTT 
IN ELDON, MO. 


ighway 52 curls west 
H around town and un- 

spools across the rip- 
pling farmland. It is easy to 
miss the house tucked on a 
gravelly side road called For- 
gotten Lane, where Ty Busta- 
mante often wakes before 
dawn. If it’s a bad day, he needs 
more time than usual to get 
dressed. Bending to tie his 
shoes, his body resists the last 
few inches until he wills his 
fingers to the laces. 

Ty turned 17 in October. A 
lineman for the Eldon High 
School Mustangs, he is in pain 
from old football injuries — a 
stress fracture to a lower verte- 
bra, a bulging disk, a hard hit 
to his left hip. Ty recently 


TOP: Eldon High School Mustangs player Ty Bustamante, 17, 
sidelined after seizures and bouts of anxiety, distributes water at a 
team practice in Eldon, Mo. ABOVE: Ty is shown in the reflection 
of an MRI scan of his brain. He hopes to play football again. 


started having seizures, as well 
as extreme anxiety, and the 
combination has kept him 
from playing this season. Still, 
he wears his No. 65 jersey at 
practice, trailing teammates 
around the field, handing them 
water bottles when they need a 
drink. 

It was on this field, during a 
routine practice in late Sep- 
tember, where junior Hunter 
Bushnell lowered his head to 
make a block and a moment 
later shattered a vertebra high 
on his spine. He is now para- 
lyzed from the chest down. 

And just 24 miles to the 
northwest, it was Chad Stover 
of the Tipton Cardinals who 
sustained double blows to his 
head during a 2013 game. After 
the second hit, when his hel- 
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Suil alleges laxness 
enabled sex abuser 
at Pr. George’s school 


BY LYNH BUI 
AND DONNA ST. GEORGE 


Less than two months after Deonte Carraway was 
hired as a teacher’s aide for an elementary school in 
Prince George’s County, a fourth-grade student com- 
plained about his behavior to an administrator. 

“You need to check Deonte’s phone,” the student 
told one of the school’s top officials, a new court filing 
shows. “There’s some things with kids on it, nasty 
things.” 

The administrator dismissed the student’s con- 
cerns and did not investigate, saying Carraway had a 
“clean record,” according to a lawsuit filed against 
school staff members and the county school board. 

Hundreds of pictures, dozens of videos and 23 
victims later, the student turned out to be right. 

That early warning from a child in December 2014 
was one of numerous alarms from students, teachers, 
parents and guardians that administrators at Judge 
Sylvania W. Woods Elementary School ignored or 
dismissed, the lawsuit asserts. The school leader- 

CARRAWAY CONTINUED ON A20 
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Serial-killer fear grips a Tampa neighborhood 

Tampa police on Tuesday investigate the fourth recent fatal shooting in the 
city’s Seminole Heights neighborhood. Three people were killed in an 11-day 
span last month, all in a one-mile radius. Residents are shaken. Story, A2 


Sessions changes 
his account of 
Russia dealings 


SAYS HE NOW 
REMEMBERS MORE 


Hearing focuses on 
Trump campaign actions 


BY MATT ZAPOTOSKY 
AND SARI HORWITZ 


Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
on Tuesday again revised his ac- 
count of what he knew about the 
Trump campaign’s dealings with 
Russians, acknowledging for the 
first time that he recalled a meet- 
ing where a foreign policy adviser 
mentioned having contacts who 
could possibly broker a meeting 
between then-candidate Donald 
Trump and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin. 

Testifying before the House Ju- 
diciary Committee, Sessions said 
he now remembered adviser 
George Papadopoulos saying in 
March 2016 that he knew people 
who might be able to help arrange 
a Trump-Putin meeting. 

When Sessions was asked last 
month whether he thought surro- 
gates from the Trump campaign 
had communications with the 
Russians, he said, “I did not, and 
I’m not aware of anyone else that 
did, and I don’t believe it hap- 
pened.” 

But at Tuesday’s hearing, Ses- 
sions said his memory had been 
refreshed. 

“Ido now recall the March 2016 
meeting at the Trump hotel that 
Mr. Papadopoulos attended, but I 
have no clear recollection of the 
details of what he said at that 
meeting,” Sessions told lawmak- 
ers. “After reading his account, 
and to the best of my recollection, 
I believe that I wanted to make 
clear to him that he was not 
authorized to represent the cam- 
paign with the Russian govern- 
ment or any other foreign govern- 
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BILL O’LEARY/THE WASHINGTON POST 


Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
told a congressional hearing 
that despite inconsistencies, he 
had “always told the truth.” 


Prospect of new 
special counsel 
rattles Justice 

BY DEVLIN BARRETT 


Attorney General Jeff Ses- 
sions’s public suggestion that he 
may appoint a special counsel to 
investigate Hillary Clinton has 
alarmed current and former Jus- 
tice Department officials who 
fear he will further politicize the 
embattled agency. 

Sessions said at a congres- 
sional hearing Tuesday that he 
will weigh recommendations 
from senior prosecutors on 
whether to appoint a special 
counsel over a 2010 uranium 
company deal and other issues, 
including donations to the Clin- 
ton Foundation. 

Such an appointment could 
give President Trump and Repub- 
licans a political counterweight 
to the ongoing work of special 
counsel Robert S. Mueller III, 
who is probing whether any 
Trump associates coordinated 
with the Russian government to 
interfere in last year’s presiden- 
tial election. 

COUNSEL CONTINUED ON A4 


Senate GOP seeks to end 
part of ACA in tax bill 


Repeal of individual 
mandate is eyed as route 
to finance deeper cuts 


By MIKE DEBONIS 
AND DAMIAN PALETTA 


Senate Republican leaders said 
Tuesday that they would seek a 
repeal of the Affordable Care Act’s 
individual mandate through their 
tax bill, a major change of strategy 
as they try to accomplish two of 
their top domestic priorities in a 
single piece of legislation. 

Repealing the mandate, which 
compels most Americans to buy 
health insurance or pay a fine, 
would free up more than $300 bil- 
lion in government funding over 
the next decade that Republicans 
could use to finance their pro- 
posed tax cuts, but it would result 
in 13 million fewer people having 
health insurance, according to 


projections from the nonpartisan 
Congressional Budget Office. 

The CBO has also projected that 
repealing the individual mandate 
would drive up insurance premi- 
ums for many Americans by 
roughly 10 percent. 

The injection of health policy 
into the tax debate introduces a 
volatile variable into what was 
already a challenging political en- 
terprise for Republicans. And it’s 
unclear whether it will help or 
hurt the bill’s chances. 

By freeing up hundreds of bil- 
lions of dollars, Senate leaders 
have more flexibility as they at- 
tempt to assuage the concerns of 
anxious members from across 
their caucus. 

Senate GOP leadership has 
come under pressure to boost the 
tax plan’s benefits for the middle 
class as nonpartisan projections 
have shown that the wealthy and 

TAX CUTS CONTINUED ON A15 


ACA provision at risk: GOP move 
is a bid to pay for a tax cut. A15 


IN THE NEWS 


BRYNN ANDERSON/ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Fallout from new assault claim The chorus of 
GOP leaders sounding the alarm about Senate 
candidate Roy Moore grew. A6 


Trump intervened for players 3 UCLA men’s 
basketball players accused of shoplifting are 
on their way home from China. D1 
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FOOD 

Thankfully simple 
Here’s a game plan and 
recipes for making Turkey 
Day less stressful. E1 


STYLE 

‘You’re a Madison’ 
Presidential DNA link or 
not, a scion of slaves 
pursues a family saga. C1 
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